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ABOUT US
Meltemi is the name of a wind blowing in the Mediterranean Sea, and Melusina — the two-
tailed mermaid from the Celtic mythology — is the unmistakable logo of this publishing house. 
Indeed, the female spirit of fresh water symbolizes Meltemi founders‘ willingness to publish 
books which could steer and guide any “sailor of thought”.

The history of Meltemi began in 1994 with the publication of some significant anthropological 
manuscripts, which still represent the flagship of its catalogue along with the many essays on 
Cultural Studies as well as Postcolonial Studies, which Meltemi first introduced in Italy.

Its historical catalogue consists of about a thousand titles, and a network of authors includ-
ing the greatest scholars of contemporary thought, such as Peter Sloterdijk, Slavoj Žižek, 
Edgar Morin, Marc Augé, Judith Butler, Bruno Latour, Bernard Stiegler, Nancy Fraser, Siegfried 
Kracauer, Michael Taussig, Pierre Bourdieu, Monique Wittig, Tim Ingold, and many others.

Find out more information on our website www.meltemieditore.it

http://www.meltemieditore.it
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Federico Zappino
Queer Communism
Notes for Subversion 
of Heterosexuality
The thesis of Queer Communism is that exploitation and exclu-
sion within capitalist societies have not only a universal but also 
a particular character. Consequently, if we want to effectively 
fight against capitalism, we must face each of the single forms 
of oppression from which it draws lifeblood and substance to 
assert and reproduce itself. In the case of gender and sexual 
oppressions, its matrix is heterosexuality. Aiming for the sub-
version of heterosexuality means fighting against capitalism, 
starting with its causes rather than its more immediate or vis-
ible effects. It is therein that lies the difference between any 
other form of anticapitalism and queer communism.

Federico Zappino is a philosopher, an activist, and one of 
the most lively exponents of queer thought in Italy. He has 
translated into Italian some works of Eve Kosofsky Sedgwick 
(Epistemology of the Closet, 2011) and Judith Butler (The Psy-
chic Life of Power, 2013; Undoing Gender, 2014; The Force 
of Nonviolence, 2020). Among his most recent papers, Gen-
der between Neoliberalism and Neofondamentalism (ed. by, 
2016), and the translation of Monique Wittig‘s classic The 
Straight Mind and Other Essays (2019).

“Therefore we should not lose our jealousy for this form 
of subversive freedom that can guarantee the existence 
of public space: it will not be important to be many, it will 
instead be important to establish a significant, cohesive, 
critical public presence able to sprout something that is 
not a service to Capital, to State, to Heterosexual Family. 
As at the time of the AIDS crisis, the state of exception in-
duced by the current pandemic shows that we have com-
pelling reasons to follow this way, to defend tooth and 
nail the possibility of publicly existing.”
Federico Zappino, 2021

An ambitious 
project that defines 

heterosexuality 
as a “mode of 

production”, and 
aspires to subvert it

—
The queer 

materialism that 
emerges from the 

writings included in 
this volume is part of 

a thought line that 
goes from Monique 

Wittig to Mario Mieli 
and Judith Butler

—
A text that reveals 
the ambiguities on 

civil rights, pride and 
companies that use 

pinkwashing and 
diversity

R A D I C A L C U LT U R E S

2019 / Pages 298
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Rachele Borghi
Decoloniality and Privilege
Feminist Practices and 
Critique of the World-System
In order to get out of colonialism, we cannot limit ourselves 
to deconstructing, but we must find acting ways to transform 
the world. It is not about creating a new paradigm, but about 
destroying existing paradigms. How many times have you 
thought of what lies behind the word “scientific”? How many 
times have you taken for granted the scientificity of knowledge 
as a shared, universal value? European culture has established 
what scientific knowledge is, and considered it as the only true 
one, even though just shaped on Western epistemes. Every-
thing else has then been declassified to subaltern knowledge. 
For the Western academy it is time to renounce the privilege of 
producing the dominant discourse. Starting with her personal 
experience, Rachele Borghi shows us how to fight coloniality.

Rachele Borghi is a Geography Professor at Sorbonne Uni-
versity in Paris, a queer activist, and a transfeminist, porn, nerd 
scholar. Her works focus on the deconstruction of the dominant 
norms that materialize in several milieus, and the contamination 
of spaces through dissident and militant bodies. She is conduct-
ing researches on public environments and heteronormativity, 
directly addressing the matter of post-porn performances.

“Feminism and postcolonial studies find effective and po-
etic statements, but remain well anchored to the present, 
and to autobiography.”
Angela Codacci Pisanelli — “araBlog” (“L‘Espresso”)

“Rachele Borghi uses writing as an instrument of ‘overturn-
ing‘, of reinventing the world and the words to describe it.”
Silvia Nugara — “il manifesto”

By gathering the 
teachings of bell 
hooks, this book 

helps us decolonize 
our minds‘s 
territories

—
With an accessible 

language, it offers us 
a precise overview 
of the decolonial 
proposal (Fanon, 

Césaire, Anzaldúa)
—

An instruction manual 
on decoloniality

—
Already translated 

into French with the 
title Décolonialité & 
Privilège : Devenir 
complice (Éditions 
Daronnes, 2021)

R A D I C A L C U LT U R E S

2020 / Pages 266



6

Antonio Caronia
From Cyborg to Posthuman 
Biopolitics of the Artificial Body
Before “theory fiction” emerged as a conceptual interzone; 
before Mark Fisher, based on early Baudrillard, recorded the 
collapse of science fiction into the simulacra of capitalist re-
alism; before ”applied ballardism” became the last game in 
town, Antonio Caronia analyzed digital capitalism through 
the radical thought of James Ballard, Philip K. Dick, Ursula K. 
Le Guin, Samuel Delany, William Gibson and Don DeLillo. Ac-
cording to Caronia, the cyborg, the artificial human, inhabits 
modernity‘s ghosts from the birth of biopolitics, as soon as 
”nature” — human and otherwise — stops being an unalterable 
substance and becomes a terrain of knowledge and social 
conflict through mutations of body and language.

Antonio Caronia (1944-2013) studied mathematics, logic, and 
linguistics at the University of Genova, graduating with a thesis 
on Noam Chomsky. He was also a political activist in the Ital-
ian radical left. Further fields in which he conducted research 
were the study of mass culture, especially the interrelation of 
science, technology, and imagination. In addition, he turned 
to philosophy and anthropology, most notably concerning sci-
ence fiction, comics, digital images, virtual reality, and telemat-
ic networks. Caronia worked as a translator, journalist, and uni-
versity teacher. He taught at the Academy of Fine Arts of Brera 
(Milano), the New Academy of Fine Arts (NABA) of Milano, and 
was the Director of Studies of M-Node, linked to the Planetary 
Collegium directed by Roy Ascott in Plymouth, UK.

“The cyber world‘s greatest Italian theorist.”
Andrea Signorelli — “Esquire.com”

“A science fiction luminary like Antonio Caronia reflects on 
what an android is, on replicants, robots and all the identities 
that are ‘almost like us‘.”
“indiscreto.org”

Edited by Fabio Malagnini, Loretta Borrelli
Preface by Alberto Abruzzese

An atypical 
and prophetic 

intellectual, who 
from the 70s to the 

2000s explored 
technologies 

between science, 
science fiction and 

politics
—

His work The Cyborg. 
A Treatise on the 
Artificial Man has 
been selected by 

Meson Press, which 
is responsible for 

publishing the 
best texts in the 

contemporary debate 
on digital and new 

media theories
—

He is a central figure 
for science fiction 

fans and the media 
studies field

R A D I C A L C U LT U R E S

2020 / Pages 258



7

Angela Balzano
To Have Done With Family
From Abortion to 
Posthuman Kinships
The dualism of “biology and capitalism” has profoundly af-
fected the reproduction of life on the planet. The ecosystem 
damage caused by the reproduction of rich and white sapi-
ens resulted in the extinction of too many life forms. Instead 
of nursing and reproducing the Western population alone, we 
ought to generate posthuman and decolonialized kinships 
with racialized people, transgender ties that go beyond the 
male/female dichotomy, but also trans-species relationships 
with non-human animals, plants and life forms created in vitro 
by global techno-capitalism: from cloned cows to immortal-
ized cell lines. By resorting to feminist science fiction analysis 
and utopias, we will free ourselves from the “measure of all 
things”, the Man, and his incubator, the heterosexual family.

Angela Balzano is an eco/cyborg/feminist temp researcher. 
She is currently Adjunct Professor at Alma Mater Studiorum 
— University of Bologna and tutor in Women and Law for 
the GEMMA Master. She edited the translations: Posthuman 
(2014) and Radical Materialism (2019) by Rosi Braidotti, one 
of the main authorities in the studies on the topics of subjec-
tivity and posthuman, especially with neo-feminist perspec-
tives; Clinical labor (2015) by Australian sociologists Melinda 
Cooper and Catherine Waldby; The Promises of Monsters 
(2019) by Donna Haraway. With Carlo Flamigni, the most fa-
mous Italian pioneer in the field of assisted procreation, she 
has written Sexuality and Reproduction (2015).

“A book dedicated ‘to the feminist tide of Argentinian, 
Polish and Irish sisters‘, which questions us about compas-
sion and desire.”
Cristina Morini — “il manifesto”

“A text born precisely from the desire to sketch ‘a life that 
is not atomized but communal‘.” 
Cristina Morini — “il manifesto”

Among continents 
that are colonized, 

plundered, polluted 
and confined into 
borders; among 

“factories of nature” 
with agro-food 

laboratories and 
industrializated farms, 
the author guides us 
into the interregnum 

of compostism, 
the middle ground 

discovered by Donna 
Haraway

—
A detailed 

reconstruction of the 
history of our abortion 

as opposed to that 
of nation-states that 

built their power and 
wealth on the bodies 
of women forced into 
the production of the 

body-mass population

R A D I C A L C U LT U R E S

2021 / Pages 200
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Telmo Pievani
Homo Sapiens and Other 
Catastrophes
An Archaeology of 
Globalization
Telmo Pievani recounts the marvellous story of humankind, 
demonstrating how the evolution of our species and that of 
our closest ancestors followed the same evolutionary rules 
as those of all other living beings. Interweaving evolutionism, 
paleoanthropology, genetics, and ecology in a sort of com-
pelling family biography, Pievani discovers the multiplicity of 
the origins of human species, and the complexity of the pro-
cess of populating Earth. Indeed, he supports that the mean-
ing of current economic and cultural globalizations cannot be 
fully understood without first positioning them within the era 
of the planetarization by our species.

Telmo Pievani is a Biology Professor at the University of Padua, 
where he holds a tenure in Philosophy of Biological Sciences. As 
a philosopher of science, an evolutionist, and an essayist, he has 
authored more than 200 scientific publications and successful 
didactic essays, which have been translated into different lan-
guages. Furthermore, he is a board member in influential na-
tional and international scientific periodicals and journals. He is 
also director of the virtual portal “Pikaia” as well as editor of im-
portant scientific exhibits. He collaborates with the newspapers 
“Corriere della Sera”, “Le Scienze”, and “MicroMega”.

“The many species of humankind who have inhabited Earth 
parade under the reader‘s eyes, leaving in his/her memory 
a story less reassuring than the one he/she is used to, but 
just so beautiful, if not even more.”
Giuliano Milani — “Internazionale”

“Due to its excessive arrogance, our species could end like 
the great reptiles.”
Chiara Lalli — “Corriere della Sera”

Preface by Niles Eldredge

The fascinating 
story of life on Earth 

told by Pievani 
in a volume full 
of information, 

research, history 
and anecdotes 

often seasoned with 
humour

—
We are the only 

animals aware of 
their evolutionary 

history, yet we 
should try to better 
use that knowledge

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

2018 / Pages 354
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Sabina Leonelli
Scientific Research in the 
Age of Big Data
Five Ways Big Data Damages
Science, and How to Save It
In Europe and in the United States, the reliability and legiti-
macy of scientific research, and the knowledge which comes 
from it are more questioned than ever. At the same time, we 
are witnessing dizzying technological innovations in produc-
tion, communication, and analysis of data used for scientific 
purposes, followed by a growing emphasis on the role of 
artificial intelligence in interpreting data and facilitating the 
production of knowledge. This book explores the history and 
epistemology of scientific data to show that the adoption of 
Big Data poses as many opportunities as risks for the credi-
bility and quality of the scientific knowledge that it produces. 
Risks can be avoided by integrating ethics into scientific work 
and by reforming social participation in the production, ma-
nagement, and interpretation of data.

Sabina Leonelli is Full Professor of Philosophy and History of 
Science, Co-Director of the Exeter Center for the Study of Life 
Sciences (Egenis), Coordinator of the Data Studies Research 
Group at the University of Exeter in England and Vice President 
of European Philosophy of Science Association. Her research, 
funded by prestigious agencies like the European Research 
Council, has resulted in over sixty articles in international journals 
such as “Harvard Data Science Review”, “Cambridge University 
Press”, “University of Chicago Press”, and many others.

A fundamental text 
for developing new 

critical skills by 
analyzing data not in 
itself, but according 
to the relationships 
between it and the 

outside world
—

An innovative and 
compelling thesis 

that fits in the 
international debate

—
What is Big Data? The 
definition is provided 
by one of the leading 

authorities on the 
subject

PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

2018 / Pages 156
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Sara Montinaro
Daeş
Journey into the Banality of Evil
The beginning of the 21st century witnessed one of the most 
brutal phenomena of our era. Manifested with the procla-
mation of the Islamic State in 2014, ISIS — also known as 
Daeş — quickly managed to set up a widespread organiza-
tion, conquering vast territories in Syria, Iraq, and beyond. 
Their defeat was proclaimed in March 2018, but is it really 
true? This book tackles the core of the issue and — starting 
from everyday life and from the stories of the “brides of 
Daeş” and of the foreign fighters who flocked from all over 
the world — it explains how this organization originated, 
looking into its administrative evolution over time.

Sara Montinaro, specialized in violation of human rights, 
immigration, and international humanitarian law, has been a 
prosecutor at the Permanent Tribunal for Turkish and Kurd-
ish people in Paris and collaborated with judge Essa Moosa 
in South Africa. As a political activist for human rights, she 
worked on the implementation of several projects in Rojava 
(North-Eastern Syria) and participated in humanitarian mis-
sions in the Balkans, Greece, Tunisia, the West Bank-Pales-
tine, Turkey, Iraqi Kurdistan, and Rojava.

“A dense, necessary account of the development of ISIS, 
from its deep origins. A detailed and sustantiated analysis. 
A fundamental survey tool for interpreting and understand-
ing the dynamics of the Islamic State.”
Dafne Carletti — “wiisitaly.org”

“Illuminating text. It offers a valid contribution for reaching 
the heart of the issue.”
Dino Levante — “La Gazzetta del Mezzogiorno”

“The author reconstructs the internal structure of ISIS and de-
scribes the role of women, the so-called ‘brides of Daes‘, an 
unfortunate expression coined to define the Europeans who 
moved to Syria and Iraq to become part of a ‘new world‘.”
Chiara Cruciati — “il manifesto”

A journey meant to 
shed light on reasons 
and motivations, not 
only religious ones, 

that support ISIS, 
and to learn about 

the reality that lies in 
the shadows of the 

conflict
—

A book that makes 
us reflect on what 

the Islamic State will 
become after the 

Caliphate‘s sunset
—

The brides of 
Daeş, victims and 

executioners: a study 
on the role of women 

in proselytizing
—

With interviews of 
former combatants 
and inhabitants of 

the Caliphate

P O L I T I C S

2020 / Pages 164
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Emiliano Brancaccio
Not a Dinner Party
Crisis, Catastrophe, Revolution
An innovator of critical thinking debates with the key players 
of Italian and international economic policy, starting from 
a basic thesis. The capitals‘ fight over world markets leads 
to the centralization of power in the hands of few winners 
and to the consequential souverainiste reaction of the los-
ers: a “pure class struggle in the Marxian sense, yet entirely 
internal to the capitalist class”, where work is completely si-
lenced. Unless we take a big turn.

Emiliano Brancaccio is an Economic Policy Professor at San-
nio University, in Benevento. He promoted the “economists‘ 
warning” against European austerity policies and the call for 
an “anti-virus plan”, published in the “Financial Times”. He 
has published essays with Palgrave Macmillan, Feltrinelli, 
and Il Saggiatore, among others. He is also the author of 
the Anti-Blanchard Macroeconomics manual (Elgar, 2018), 
which sparked a debate with former IMF chief economist 
Olivier Blanchard. He has worked with several magazines 
and newspapers, including “L‘Espresso” and “Il Sole 24 Ore“. 

Giacomo Russo Spena is a journalist, an essayist, and an 
expert in political communication. He has worked for ten 
years in the editorial office of "MicroMega", signing various 
investigations on the phenomenon of populism and on the 
anti-austerity movements that have sprung up in Europe.

“A brave and eclectic economist. A scholar whose intel-
lectual paths are really worth walking, and whose book 
deserves to be read.”
Sergio Beraldo — “Il Mattino”

“The end of forty years of liberalism. The great system cri-
sis, which began even before the epidemic. And the need 
for a new form of economic planning.”
Matteo Pucciarelli — “espresso.it”

A call for a new logic 
of collective planning 

to solve the crisis, 
starting precisely 

from the fight against 
Covid-19

—
Reflections that lead 

on a path to avoid 
the most precipitous 

collapse in the 
history of capitalism

—
A debate on the 

post-Covid world 
with economists of 

international calibre

E CO N O M Y

2020 / Pages 230
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Carlo Formenti
Socialism Is Dead.
Long Live Socialism!
From the Left‘s Defeat 
to the Rise of Populism
Does socialism still exist today? Journalist Carlo Formenti 
discusses the current state of politics. In a sense, the social-
ist dream is in eclipse, and the Left‘s ideals have slowly fad-
ed away. Yet, despite the disastrous defeat of the workers‘ 
movement, today‘s society has not resolved the contradic-
tions of capitalism. The lower class cannot be appeased for-
ever; the revolt starts up again assuming new expressions, 
from the Bolivarian Revolution to Western populisms. The 
birth of a renewed form of socialism is predicted, and it is up 
to the new politicians reinventing the meaning of words like 
“people”, “nation”, and “State”.

Carlo Formenti has been editor-in-chief of the monthly mag-
azine “Alfabeta” from 1980 to 1989, one of the ”Corriere della 
Sera“ editors from 1989 to 2006, and a New Media Theories 
Professor at the University of Lecce from 2002 to 2012. He 
currently runs a column in ”MicroMega“. 

“What someone has curiously defined as Formenti‘s peda-
gogical ability is certainly not academic coherence, rather it 
is clarity translating into criticism, exchange, and action.”
Marco Pisanu — “Azioneparallela.org”

“The comparisons made by Formenti between the political 
theorists who have had some role in his thinking […] are 
luxuriant arborescences, yet developed on the ground of a 
fundamental vision.”
Marco Pisanu — “Azioneparallela.org” 

The prediction of a 
new form of socialism

—
Is it possible reusing 
traditional socialism 
to reshape the Left?

—
Already translated 

into Spanish with the 
title ¡El socialismo 
ha muerto! ¡Viva el 

socialismo! (El Viejo 
Topo, 2021)

—
The analysis of the 

current state of 
socialism, and its 

inconsistencies with 
the capitalist system

H E R E T I C A L V I S I O N S

2019 / Pages 276
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Andrea Zhok
Critique of Liberal Reason
A Philosophy of Current 
History
Our historical era is shaped by liberal vision and capitalist 
economy. Though, what is the real meaning of “liberal”? And 
which is its connection with capitalism? The answers are far 
from obvious. Starting with a clarification about the long-
term genesis of Western “liberal reason”, this book aims at 
identifying the underlying logic that feeds liberal motive and 
nourishes capitalist processes. What emerges is a picture in 
which liberal motive no longer needs to be “represented” 
because it has tacitly occupied the entire conceptual space 
of politics. The same actor performing in every role, major-
ity and opposition, right and left, concealing the systematic 
distortion of meaning the one operated. In this way, rami-
fications of liberal motive have grown in intellectuals and 
movements that consider themselves “neutral”, or even “an-
ti-capitalist”. Here is from where it derives the perennial fail-
ure in which contemporary consciousness struggles.

Andrea Zhok studied and worked at the universities of Trie-
ste, Milan, Vienna, and Essex. He is currently a Moral Phi-
losophy Professor at the Department of Philosophy of the 
University of Milan, and he collaborates with many Italian 
newspapers and magazines, such as “Il Piccolo”, “Il Messag-
gero Veneto”, “L‘Espresso”, and “MicroMega”. Among his 
monographic publications we mention: The Spirit of Money 
and the Liquidation of the World (Jaca Book, 2006), Repre-
sentation and Reality (Mimesis, 2014), and Identity of the 
Person and Meaning of Existence (Meltemi, 2018).

“The essential features of ‘real liberalism‘ as it develops from 
Hobbes to Locke, up to the neoclassical economics of the 
late 1800s, and beyond Von Hayek and Milton Friedman."
Claudio Gallo — “Tuttolibri” (“La Stampa“) 

A book that tells 
us how the myth 

of a self-regulating 
market appears 

to lead humanity 
towards catastrophe

—
An organic 

reconstruction 
of the genesis of 

liberalism, reaching 
as far as the exegesis 
of its becoming all-

encompassing in 
contemporary times

—
A trans-political 

interpretation with a 
philosophical matrix, 

which questions 
motivation and 
determination, 

two components 
inextricably present 

in the human journey

H E R E T I C A L V I S I O N S

2020 / Pages 376
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Matteo Meschiari
Uninhabiting
Anthropologies of the 
Domestic Space
For two million years we have been living in contact with the 
outside; not in the darkness of caves, but in intermediate plac-
es between closed and open spaces. Our back against the wall 
and our eyes to the valley. A few centuries of industrial civiliza-
tion and suffocating urbanism accustomed us to living in shoe-
boxes. Inhabiting must be thought over from here, from the 
awareness that we are made for prairies and forests, that we 
liked and still like to live outdoors, that we made houses sup-
posed to be temporary and light ones, that we had less and 
yet imagined more. It is the most extreme experiences, those 
of limit and distance, that have something to say about mak-
ing a home today: huts, bivouacs, tents, shelters, and makeshift 
shelters. A minimal and essential architecture, yet denser than 
material and symbolic buildings in which we ended up hiding. 
From nomadic prehistory to the augmented home of new me-
dia, from rudimentary shelter to emergency architecture, from 
macro-hive to nano house, from fast-places to living-forever, 
this book is a reverse exploration of the anthropological roots 
of living: to lighten the burden, stay less, go away.

Matteo Meschiari is a writer, an essayist, a poet, and an 
Anthropology and Geography Professor at the University 
of Palermo. His researches are about perceived and lived 
space in European and extra-European contexts. His writ-
ing revolves around anthropology of contemporary worlds, 
cultural ecology, collective imaginary in the Anthropocene, 
and the diffusion of Landscape Anthropology in Italy.

“The book deals with huts, bivouacs, tents, shelters. It in-
duces us to think about what can be considered extreme 
experiences of living, which help us understand what our 
life today consists of.”
Marco Belpoliti — “la Repubblica”

Drawings by Claudia Losi
Contributions by Tim Ingold, Jacques Lévy, Sami Rintala

Domesticity and 
nomadism: an 

anthropological 
analysis of 

contemporary living
—

Going beyond 
the teachings of 

Claude Lévi-Strauss, 
Meschiari focuses 

on the relationship 
between home and 
environment in the 

contemporary world
—

A journey that 
begins in the streets 

of New Orleans, 
a few days after 

Hurricane Katrina, 
and then ventures 

into the most ancient 
and extreme living 

experiences

A N T H RO P O LO GY

2018 / Pages 168
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Alberto Cacopardo
Who Invented Democracy?
Paternal and Fraternal 
Models of Power
There is a “canonical history” of democracy that looms on 
Western thought: it tells that the “government of people” 
was invented by the Greeks, then it disappeared, surfaced 
in the folds of Western history, and finally it rose again in 
modern liberal revolutions, spreading throughout the plan-
et in the late Twentieth Century. This narrative is quite far 
from the truth. If the Greeks‘ political form was democracy, 
so Greeks were one of the few communities who, in all eras 
and all continents, escaped the dominion of kingdoms and 
empires, practising what is here called the “fraternal model“ 
of power. In Peristan, the vast and inaccessible mountain re-
gion between Hindukush and Karakorum, Kafiri‘s cultures 
cultivated this type of political form for millennia, in a long-
lasting confrontation with his opposite, the “paternal mod-
el“ of the potentates that surrounded them and reached the 
third millennium scene alive and well.

Alberto Cacopardo was born in Palermo in 1952. After an 
early non-violent commitment to the 68s movements, he 
graduated with honours by Cesare Alfieri in Florence, along-
side with the anthropologist Carlo Tullio Altan. Under the ae-
gis of Ismeo / Isiao, he studied the people of Peristan for dec-
ades, with missions financed by the CNR and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, then publishing books and scientific articles. 
PhD at the University of Sassari, he is currently an Anthropol-
ogy Professor at the University of Florence.

“It reconstructs the fascinating ethnopolitical fable of 
the most ancient pagan communities, who survived with 
their social traditions, special and unprecedented forms 
of counter-civilization.”
Pasquale Chessa — “Il Messaggero”

Presentation by Luciano Canfora
Preface by Antonino Colajanni

A study on the 
Kalash people, 

between Pakistan 
and Afghanistan, that 

explores dynamics 
in which the concept 
of power is absent, 
and the principle of 
persuasion reigns

—
The eternal 

confrontation 
between the vertical 

and therefore 
authoritarian 

“paternal model”, and 
the horizontal and 

therefore democratic 
“fraternal model”
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Federico Cramer
Genes, Evolution 
and Destiny
The Unrepeatable History 
of Life on Earth and the 
Uncertain Future of Mankind
From the very first cells to artificial intelligence: this book 
outlines the grand picture of the fundamental stages of life 
on Earth. In the foreground, the evolution of mankind is dis-
played along two lines: the one links the development of 
ecosystems to that of Homo sapiens; the other, drawn within 
the boundaries of human species, relates mankind’s biologi-
cal evolution to his cultural development. Modern “progress” 
has brought these two lines to a breaking point: man has trig-
gered the destruction of our biosphere, and our technologi-
cal advances are now clashing with our biological evolution. 
By identifying this double breakdown as the original cause of 
our current imbalance, failures and destabilizing presence on 
the planet, the author takes a close look at the current tech-
nological transformations and at the impact they have on our 
ecosystems, even on the very status of human life. He goes on 
to depict the collective responsibility that our species should 
accept both in mending past wounds and in seeking future 
sustainability. Technology could very well represent a pre-
cious ally in carrying out this cumbersome task, but it could 
equally well lead to a ruinous collapse. From where did we 
start off? Towards what kind of society and world are we mov-
ing? Our future destiny depends on the choices we will be 
called to make, and it lies entirely in our hands.

Federico Cramer is a biologist specializing in environmen-
tal hygiene. He has taught Biology and Chemistry in Italy, at 
the European School of Bergen in the Netherlands and in 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. He was a lecturer at the SSIS of the 
University of Turin, he holds refresher courses in secondary 
schools, and he is actively involved in cultural dissemination 
with the "Pensieri in Piazza" Association.

The history of 
biological and 
cultural life on 

Earth, exploring 
the possibilities 

of mankind on the 
planet
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Vulca Fidolini
Be a Man!
How Heterosexuality 
Produces Masculinity
Does an “elective affinity” between forms of expression of 
masculinity and the production of heterosexuality exist? How 
does the exhortation “be a man!” fit in the mechanisms that 
build our society‘s heteronormative hegemony? Through 
the analysis of extensive ethnographic material, the author 
retraces his research path around issues of masculinity and 
heterosexuality, analyzing their interconnections.

Vulca Fidolini has a PhD in Sociology. He is a reasercher at 
the CNRS Dynamiques Européennes Laboratory in Stras-
bourg, and a Sociology of Family and Gender Professor at 
the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Strasbourg. 
Adopting a comparative and qualitative approach, especially 
at a European level, his research revolves around the con-
struction of masculinities, articulating with the sociologies of 
sexuality, age, inter-ethnic relations, religion, and health.

An ethnological 
survey conducted 

through interviews 
and field 

observations
—

A research that 
focuses on the 
production of 

masculinity in a 
group of about fifty 

young Moroccan 
boys immigrated to 

Italy and France
—

The study of gender 
norms from a 

sociological point of 
view, which allows 

to explore the many 
facets of the meaning 

given to attraction 
to the opposite sex, 
and how this affects 

the processes of male 
identification
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Mauro Ceruti
Evolution Without 
Foundations
Thresholds for a New Age
In this brief yet masterful essay Mauro Ceruti, one of the great-
est complexity philosophers, explores the history of scientific 
thought, and the overwhelming changes occurred in the last 
centuries. The outcome is not only the rise of new and surpris-
ing information but a dive into our deepest assumptions as 
well as into the development of new ways of interpreting the 
world. From evolution to cosmology and mythology, Ceruti 
takes us on a trip through history and different disciplinary 
viewpoints, in order to present a complex, creative, evolving 
vision of the world and the human thinking.

Mauro Ceruti is among the pioneers in the elaboration of 
“complex thinking“. His books are translated into the world‘s 
most commonly spoken languages, and they have been mark-
ing the philosophical debate of the last thirty years. Among 
the others: Constraints and Possibilities (Routledge, 2009), 
Our Europe (with Edgar Morin, Raffaello Cortina, 2013), and 
The Time of Complexity (Raffaello Cortina, 2018).

“Mauro Ceruti is an internationally recognized authority in 
the field of biological complexity.”
Luca Munaron — “L‘Indice”

“‘Planetary humanism‘ evades completely essentialism, 
and gives account, both in time and in space, of the va-
riety of forms of coevolution which makes equivocal the 
claim of a presumed human identity.”
Gaspare Polizzi — “Domenica” (“Il Sole 24 Ore”) 

“A common destiny within fragility”
“il manifesto”

The recent re-edition 
of a fundamental 
text that leads us 
through a double 

exploration of time: 
the “short” one of 

Western culture, and 
the other of natural 
reality, of the world 

and of the entire 
universe, according 

to human perception 
and knowledge

—
A book that rethinks 
lateral knowledge, 
complexities and 

differences
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